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SUBJECT: BRITISH LETTER TO PRESIDENT OF UN SECURITY COUNCIL 
ON COD WAR 

REF: USUN 1401 

1 . THE UN SECRETARIAT HAS CIRCULATED (DOC S/12046, 

12 APRIL 1976) THE FOLLOWING LETTER ON THE COD WAR 
FROM UK PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE RICHARD TO PRESI- 
DENT HUANG HUA OF THE UN SECURITY COUNCIL. 

QUOTE LETTER DATED 9 APRIL 1976 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRE- 
SENTATIVE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN 
IRELAND TO THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT 
OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL 

ACTING UNDER INSTRUCTIONS FROM MY GOVERNMENT, I HAVE THE HONOUR 
TO REFER TO THE ICELANDIC PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE'S LETTER 
OF 1 APRIL TO YOU (S/12035). THE UNITED KINGDOM GOVERNMENT 
TOTALLY REJECT THE ALLEGATIONS CONTAINED IN THAT LETTER 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 USUNN 01640 191734Z 

ABOUT "BRITISH AGGRESSION IN ICELAND WATERS". 
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SINCE THE EXPIRY ON 13 NOVEMBER 1975 OF THE 1973 ANGLO- 
ICELANDIC INTERIM FISHERIES AGREEMENT, VESSELS OF THE 
ICELANDIC COASTGUARD HAVE HARASSED BRITISH TRAWLERS FISHING 
LAWFULLY ON THE HIGH SEAS OFF ICELAND. THEY HAVE SERIOUSLY 
DISRUPTED FISHING ON NUMEROUS OCCASIONS AND HAVE CUT THE TRAWL 
WIRES OF BRITISH TRAWLERS ON 29 OCCASIONS, RESULTING IN 
THE COMPLETE LOSS OF GEAR IN APPROXIMATELY HALF OF THESE CASES. 

AS I EXPLAINED TO THE SECURITY COUNCIL ON 16 DECEMBER 1975 
(S/PV.1866), IT WAS IN RESPONSE TO THIS ICELANDIC AGGRESSION 
THAT THE UNITED KINGDOM GOVERNMENT SENT CIVILIAN DEFENCE 
VESSELS TO THE FISHING GROUNDS IN THE THIRD WEEK OF NOVEMBER 
1975. BUT IT BECAME CLEAR BY 25 NOVEMBER THAT THESE VESSELS 
WERE UNABLE TO FEND OFF THE COASTGUARD UNAIDED AND THE UNITED 
KINGDOM GOVERNMENT FELT BOUND TO ORDER THE ROYAL NAVY, SUPPORTED 
BY THE ROYAL AIR FORCE, TO PROVIDE PROTECTION FOR OUR TRAWLERS. 

THE ROLE OF THE FRIGATES IS PUERLY DEFENSIVE. THEY HAVE ORDERS 
TO INTERPOSE THEMSELVES BETWEEN THE ICELANDIC COASTGUARD 
VESSELS AND BRITISH TRAWLERS IN ORDER TO PROTECT THE LATTER. 

IT IS THE ICELANDIC COASTGUARD VESSELS WHICH HAVE BEEN BEHAVING 
IN AN AGGRESSIVE MANNER IN THEIR ATTEMPTS TO REACH THE BRITISH 
TRAWLERS BY MANOEUVERING DANGEROUSLY CLOSE TO THE BRITISH 
FRIGATES. THE COASTGUARD VESSELS HAVE ALSO SEVERAL TIMES 
DELIBERATELY COLLIDED WITH BRITISH FRIGATES IN COMPLETE DIS- 
REGARD FOR THE SAFETY OF THE SHIPS CONCERNED. BY 6 APRIL 
THERE HAD BEEN SOME 31 COLLISIONS BETWEEN THE COASTGUARD 
VESSELS AND BRITISH FRIGATES. 

THERE ARE NORMALLY FOUR ROYAL NAVAL FRIGATES ON STATION WHICH 
HAVE TO DEFEND A VARYING NUMBER OF TRAWLERS IN AN AREA OF SEVERAL 
THOUSAND SQUARE MILES. THE FRIGATES HAVE ONE ROYAL FLEET 
AUXILIARY AND ONE ROYAL MARITIME AUXILIARY SERVICE TUG IN 
SUPPORT. DURING THE FIRST FEW DAYS OF APRIL AN EXTRA FRIGATE 
HAS BEEN ON STATION WHILST THE PROTECTED FISHING AREA HAS BEEN 
MOVED, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE NORMAL PATTERN OF FISHING, 

FROM THE NORTH-EAST TO THE NORTH-WEST OF ICELAND, BUT THIS 
ARRANGEMENT IS ONLY TEMPORARY. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 USUNN 01640 191734Z 

ICELAND HAS ADDED TWO CONVERTED TRAWLERS, THE BALDUR AND THE 
VER, TO HER COASTGUARD FORCES. THE ICELANDIC PERMANENT 
REPRESENT ATIVE'S LETTER CONTRASTS THE SIZE AND SPEED OF OUR 
FRIGATES WITH THOSE OF THE ICELANDIC COASTGUARD VESSELS. IT 
IS TRUE THAT THE LATTER ARE SMALLER THAN THE FRIGATES. BUT 
THEY ARE MORE MANOEUVRABLE AND IN SOME CASES HAVE SHOWN 
THEMSELVES CAPABLE OF INFLICTING SERIOUS DAMAGE ON HER MAIESTY'S 
SHIPS BY THEIR AGGRESSIVE TACTICS. IF DEFENSIVE PROTECTION 
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IS TO BE PROVIDED, OUR DEFENCE VESSELS MUST HAVE THE SPEED 
TO INTERPOSE THEMSELVES BETWEEN THE COASTGUARD GUNBOATS 
AND THE TRAWLERS AND THE ABILITY TO REMAIN ON STATION FOR 
CONSIDERABLE PERIODS OF TIME. THE TASK OF PROTECTING BRITISH 
TRAWLERS FISHING OFF ICELAND IS THUS ONE WHICH REQUIRES 
VESSELS WITH THE SPEED AND SEA-KEEPING OF THE FRIGATES. 

IT IS ALSO A TASK WHICH THE FRIGATES, WITHOUT THE USE OF 
THEIR WEAPONS, ARE OBLIGED TO PERFORM WITH THE GREATEST RES- 
TRAINT IN THE FACE OF CONTINUED DANGEROUS HARASSMENT FROM 
COASTGUARD VESSELS. 

THE UNITED KINGDOM GOVERNMENT TOTALLY DENY ALL ICELANDIC 
ALLEGATIONS IN THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE'S LETTER AND ELSE- 
WHERE THAT COLLISIONS BETWEEN BRITISH FRIGATES AND ICELANDIC 
COASTGUARD VESSELS HAVE OCCURRED AS A RESULT OF A POLICY OF 
DELIBERATE RAMMING OF HER MAJESTY'S SHIPS. OUR FRIGATES IN NO 
WAY SEEK TO RAM THE COASTGUARD VESSELS: THEY ARE NOT DESIGNED 
FOR SUCH ACTION AND THIS IS REFLECTED IN THEIR ORDERS. IN 
THE CASE OF THE COLLISIONS OF 27 MARCH BETWEEN HMS DIOMEDE 
AND BALDUR FOR INSTANCE, THE ICELANDIC ALLEGATIONS ARE TOTALLY 
INCONSISTENT WITH THE FACTS, WHICH ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

AT 1330 ON 27 MARCH THE ICELANDIC COASTGUARD VESSEL BALDUR 
STARTED TO APPROACH BRITISH TRAWLERS FISHING ON THE HIGH SEAS. 

HMS DIOMEDE INTERPOSED HERSELF BETWEEN BALDUR AND THE 
TRAWLERS AND A PERIOD OF CLOSE QUARTERS MANOEUVRING DEVELOPED. 
BALDUR CONTINUALLY ATTEMPTED TO SWING HER HEAVY STERN INTO 
DIOMEDE'S SIDE FROM BOTH SIDES MAKING 25 ATTEMPTS IN ALL. 

AT 1449 BALDUR TURNED TOWARDS DIOMEDE (WHICH WAS ON A STEADY 
COURSE AND SPEED) FROM STARBOARD, AND A COLLISION OCCURED. 

BALDUR'S STERN HIT DIOMEDE'S STARBOARD SIDE AND DIOMEDE'S 
SIDE HIT BALDUR'S PORT BRIDGE WING. 
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BALDUR'S AGGRESSIVE MANOEUVRING CONTINUED AND SHE ENGINEERED 
TWO FURTHER COLLISIONS AT 1518 AND 1525 BY SWINGING HER STERN 
INTO DIOMEDE'S PORT SIDE. A FOURTH COLLISION OCCURRED 
IN THE SAME MANNER AT 1540 WHEN BALDUR'S STERN SEVERELY 
GOUGED DIOMEDE'S PORT SIDE. THESE COLLISIONS CAUSED SERIOUS 
DAMAGE TO DIOMEDE INCLUDING A FOUR METRE BY ONE METRE GASH 
IN HER PORT SIDE. 

FOLLOWING THESE COLLISIONS HMS GALATEA CAME TO DIOMEDE'S 
ASSISTANCE. AS A PRECAUTIONARY MEASURE HER ARMAMENTS 
WERE MANNED FOR A TIME BUT AT NO STAGE DID GALATEA ISSUE ANY 
THREAT TO OPEN FIRE. THE UNITED KINGDOM GOVERNMENT HAVE ALREADY 
FORMALLY REJECTED THE ALLEGATION MADE BY THE ICELANDIC AUTHORITIES 
THAT THE FRIGATE BACCHANTE ENTERED ICELAND’S TERRITORIAL 
WATERS ON 30 MARCH. AT 1252 HMS BACCHANTE WAS IN POSITION 65 
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DEGREES 14'N, 13 DEGREES 17'W, I.E. 6.4 MILES FROM ICELANDIC 
COASTAL BASELINES AND OUTSIDE ICELANDIC TERRITORIAL WATERS. 

AT NO TIME WAS HMS BACCHANTE ANY NEARER TO THE ICELANDIC 
COAST OR COASTAL BASELINES. 

THE IMPUTATION MADE IN THE ICELANDIC REPRESENTATIVE'S LETTER 
THAT THE "SOLE INTENT" OF THE FRIGATE IS "OF CREATING AND 
PROVOKING INCIDENTS IN THE FIRST PLACE POSSIBLY TO SINK ONE 
OF THE (ICELANDIC) SHIPS..." IS ENTIRELY FALSE. THE ROLE OF 
THE BRITISH DEFENCE VESSELS HAS ALREADY BEEN MADE CLEAR TO THE 
COUNCIL IN MY STATEMENT OF 16 DECEMBER 1975 (S/PV.1866) AND 
IN THIS LETTER. THEIR PRESENCE IS SOLELY DEFENSIVE, TO PROTECT 
UNARMED BRITISH TRAWLERS ON THE HIGH SEAS AGAINST ILLEGAL 
HARASSMENT BY THE ICELANDIC COASTGUARD WHO ARE SEEKING TO 
IMPOSE UNILATERALLY DECLARED FISHING LIMITS BY FORCE. 

I HAVE THE HONOUR TO REQUEST THAT THIS LETTER BE CIRCULATED AS 
AN OFFICIAL DOCUMENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL. 

(SIGNED) IVOR RICHARD UNQUOTE 
SCRANTON 
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